
August 2018 IELTS Writing Task 2 Questions 

 

Two-Part Expository: Causes and Solutions / Problems and Solutions 

 

The demand for food is increasing worldwide. What is the cause of this? What measures could 

the international community take in order to improve the situation? (2nd Aug) (AC) 

 

Quality of life in some big cities is becoming worse. What are the main causes of this problem? 

What measures can be done to solve it? (18th Aug) (AC) 

 

Opinion 

 

In many countries, it is illegal for companies to reject job applicants because of their age. Do you 

think this a positive or negative development? (2nd Aug) (AC) 

 

Billions of dollars are being wasted on space research. Some people think that the money could 

be better used in improving the living conditions of people on earth. To what extent do you agree 

or disagree? (2nd Aug) (AC) 

 

Traffic and housing problems can be solved if big companies, factories and their employees are 

moved out of the cities. To what extent do you agree or disagree? (2nd Aug) (AC) 

 

Some people think that it is the responsibility of companies and private individuals, not the 

government, to clean up the pollution they have created. To what extent do you agree or 

disagree? (18th Aug) (AC) 

 

Nowadays, people can shop, work and communicate without having to interact face to face due 

to the existence of the internet. Is this a positive or negative development? (18th Aug) (AC) 

 

The family plays an important role in a child’s life but apart from the family, there are also other 

factors that influence the development of a child. Do you agree or disagree? (18th Aug) (GT) 

 

Some people think that it is a good idea for all employees to wear uniform at work. Do you agree 

or disagree? (18th Aug) (GT) 

 

Some people think that only the staff who have worked in the company for a long time deserve 

to be promoted to higher positions. Do you agree or disagree? (18th Aug) (GT) 

 

Once children start to go to school, it is believed that the school can influence their intellectual 

and social development more than parents do. To what extent do you agree or disagree? (25th 

Aug) (AC) 

 

 

 



 

Discussion 

 

Some believe that modern technology has made the life of workers easier while others disagree. 

Discuss both these views and give your own opinion. (2nd Aug) (GT) 

 

Some people believe that a good way to reduce crime is by imposing longer sentences. However, 

others think that there are alternative ways to solve this problem. Discuss both these views and 

give your own opinion. (11th Aug) (AC) 

 

Some people say that sports is very important for a nation’s development, while others believe 

that sports is no more than a leisure time activity. Discuss both these views and give your own 

opinion. (18th Aug) (AC) 

 

Some people think that it is more important to spend time in developing a successful career while 

others think it is more important to spend time with friends and family. Discuss both these views 

and give your own opinion. (18th Aug) (GT) 

 

Some people argue that competitive sports are good for bringing together people from cultures. 

Others argue that these sports can cause problems and increase conflicts between nations. 

Discuss both these views and give your own opinion. (18th Aug) (GT) 

 

 

Others: Advantages and Disadvantages (Opinion) 

 

In some cities, there is limited control over the design and construction of new houses and 

building offices. Some people believe that they should be able to build their own houses in 

whatever style they want. Do the advantages of this outweigh the disadvantages?  

(2nd Aug) AC) 

 

 

Others: Two-Part Expository and Opinion 

 

In many countries, people leave rural areas and prefer to work or study in big cities. What are the 

reasons for this? Do the advantages of this outweigh the disadvantages? (25th Aug) (AC) 

 

Many young people in the workforce today change their jobs or careers every few years. What 

do you think are the reasons for this? Do the advantages of this outweigh the disadvantages? 

(25th Aug) (AC) 

 

  



August 2018 IELTS Speaking Part 1-3 Questions 

 

Speaking Part I 

 

Work 

 

• In the future, do you plan to continue 

doing the same job and why? 

• Why did you choose to work in this field?  

• Do you find your work stressful? Why? 

• Do you sometimes feel like you have to 

work really hard? Why?  

• Would you say people in your profession 

are under a lot of pressure? Why?  

 

Study 

 

• Do you sometimes think you study too 

hard? Why? 

• What did you like about your elementary 

school? 

• What subjects are you studying? 

• What are you studying? What do you like 

about this field?  

• What is your favorite subject and why is it 

your favorite? 

Time 

 

• Do you normally wear a watch? Why?  

• How do people in your country value 

time?  

• Do you always come on time? Why or 

why not?  

• Have you let someone wait for you for a 

long time?  

• How would you feel if someone made you 

wait?  

Teachers 

 

• What do you remember about your 

primary school teachers?  

• Who is your favorite teacher? 

• Do you think that teachers in the past, say 

during your parents’ time, are different 

from present day teachers? Why?  

• Have you ever thought of becoming a 

teacher?  

• Do you think it is easy to remember your 

childhood teachers’ names? Why or why 

not?  

Apps 

 

• What kinds of apps do you use on a daily 

basis?  

• How often do you use them?  

• Which apps are the most downloaded in 

your country? Why?  

• What type of apps would you like to have 

on your phone or computer?  

• What type of app would you like to create 

and why?    

Food 

 

• What is your favorite food of all time?  

• Did you try foreign food when you were a 

child? How did you find them?  

• What food or local cuisine are famous in 

your country?  

• Do you think that foreign food will be 

popular in your country in the future? 

Why?  

• Did you recently have any foreign food 

outside? What was it?  



Mobile Phones 

 

• Have mobile phones made a difference in 

your life? How?  

• At what age should children be allowed to 

have mobile phones? Why?  

• How different are mobile phones now as 

compared in the past?  

• What are some advantages and 

disadvantages of mobile phones?  

• What do think will happen to technology 

in the near future?  

Travelling 

 

• Do you like travelling? Why or why not?  

• How old were you when you first travelled 

on an airplane?  

• Would you like to travel to space? Why or 

why not?  

• How do you think space travel will change 

in the future?  

• Is travelling by plane the best mode of 

transportation? Why or why not?   

Sports 

 

• What kind of sports do you like? 

• Why do you like that sport?  

• What amateur sports are popular in your 

country?  

• What is the most famous sport in your 

country?  

• What are the benefits and drawbacks of 

being a member of a sports club or 

organization?  

Health 

 

• What sort of exercises do you do to keep 

yourself healthy? 

• What other type of physical activities 

would you like to try out?  

• Are people more concerned about 

their health in your country? Why or 

why not?  

• Apart from exercise, how else do you 

keep yourself fit and health?  

• Do you believe in dieting? Why or why 

not?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Speaking Part II and III 

 

Quiet Places/Noise 

 

Part II 

A quiet place you would like be in.  

Part III 

• Do you generally like to be in quiet places? Why?  

• Why do you think the countryside is considered to be quieter than cities? 

• Do you think that cities need quiet places like parks? Why?  

• Some people listen to music when they are studying. Why is that? 

• What do you think about noisy neighbors? 

Stories/Storytelling 

 

Part II 

A story someone told you that you remember very well. 

Part III 

• What is the importance of storytelling? 

• Do you think story telling is important for students? Why? What kind of stories do 

young children like? 

• How can you use technology in story telling? 

• What are the disadvantages of technological story telling? 

• Do you think children should use technology for story telling or listen to a real 

person’s story? 

Rivers/Water Sports 

 

Part II 

An important river or lake in your country. 

Part III 

• What do you want to do if you sit near by the river or the sea? 

• What kinds of water sports are there in your country? 

• Are rivers and lakes important for tourism? Why?  

• What kind of activities do people do when they sit near the river or by the sea? 

• What do you think of swimming in rivers? 

• Should schools provide swimming lessons to children? 



Concentration 

 

Part II 

Something that you do to concentrate at home or at work. 

Part III 

• Why do people find it difficult to concentrate?  

• What kinds of profession do you think require a lot of concentration?   

• What can employers do to help their staff to concentrate at work?  

• Why do people find it particularly difficult to concentrate for long periods of time? 

• Do you think machines are better than humans, because humans get distracted more 

easily? Why?   

Animals 

 

Part II 

An animal that you like. 

Part III 

• How can schools educate children about animals? 

• What can children learn from animals? 

• How can rare species be preserved? 

• What other measures can be used by the government to protect these species, apart 

from zoos and legislation? 

• Should wild animals be kept in zoos? Why?  

Events 

 

Part II 

An important event that you celebrated in the past. 

Part III 

• Should people celebrate every event in their lives? Why or why not?  

• Some people are of the opinion that birthdays should not be celebrated. Do you agree 

or disagree? 

• Which one do you prefer, indoor or outdoor events? Why?  

• Do you think people should spend a lot of money on events? Why?  

• Are there advantages in hosting an international event for a nation? What are they?  



Holidays 

 

Part I 

A perfect holiday for you far from home. 

Part III 

• Is it enough to go on a trip to discover foreign cultures? Why or why not?  

• How can we prepare for a trip?  

• Is 3 weeks enough time out of work? Why or why not?  

• Why are some people reluctant to go on a holiday?  

• Are holidays useful for employers? Why or why not?  

Old People/Spending Time with Family 

 

Part II 

How you like to spend time with older people in your family 

Part III 

• Do you think older people should be treated better? Why?  

• Do you think the younger generation do not respect older people? Why?  

• Why do you think old people seek young people’s company? 

• How does your family spend time together? 

• Do you think doing outdoor activities with the family is different compared to 

participating in indoor activities? 

 

Magazines 

 

Part II 

A magazine that you read recently. 

Part III 

• What skills should a journalist have? 

• Should journalists only write facts? Why or why not?  

• What is the impact of social media on the news? 

• How can you be sure that the news on social media is real? 

• Do you think the newspaper will be replaced by e-news in the future? why? 



Public Places/Cities 

 

Part II 

A public place that you have visited recently. 

Part III 

• What do you like about visiting public places? 

• Do people enjoy visiting public places, in your opinion? Why or why not?  

• Do you prefer living in a big city or a small town? Why? 

• Do you think people feel lonely in the cities? Why?  

• Should public parks be free in cities? Why? 

• Do you think public parks are better than private ones? Why?  

 

 

 
  



Interested To Know More About 
Jonathan’s IELTS Classes? 

 

 

Call me: 9768 1054 (Don’t be shy! Ask anything about my classes!) 

 

Website: www.IELTSUniversity.com (input your email at the top of the page to get my latest 

Class Schedule) 

 

More information about the classes can also be found here: 

http://www.IELTSUniversity.com/schedule 

 

Video about my teaching: http://www.IELTSUniversity.com/my-classes/ 

 

280+ Student Testimonials: http://www.IELTSUniversity.com/testimonials 

 

Class Feedback on my teaching: http://www.IELTSUniversity.com/class-feedback/ 

 

Do you want more FREE resources on Writing? I have a free 4-Video series on Getting 7.0 for 

IELTS Writing. Please message me on Facebook Messenger at my Facebook Page 

http://www.facebook.com/ieltssingapore (you can also go to m.me/ieltssingapore) and let me 

know you want the 4-part video series ☺ 

 

Lastly, I believe a teacher is only as good as the results he or she produces. On the next few 

pages are a selection of testimonials from students who passed their IELTS exam: 

 

 

 

  

http://www.ieltsuniversity.com/
http://www.ieltsuniversity.com/schedule
http://www.ieltsuniversity.com/my-classes/
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You can get a full list of 280+ student testimonials here: 

http://www.IELTSUniversity.com/testimonials 

http://www.ieltsuniversity.com/testimonials

